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Abstract

This study uses Montessori preschool combined with culturally responsive teaching to
conduct Truku cultural courses to explore the culturally responsive teaching strategies used
by teachers and children’s practical abilities in Truku culture. This study adopts a case study
method, and the research subjects are a Montessori indigenous preschool with a total of 19
children aged 5-6 years. Qualitative data is used for analysis, including teaching journals,
interviews, teaching process records, reflective notes, research observation journals, and
experience charts, etc. The results show that Montessori education combines culturally
responsive teaching methods, and there are three types of teaching strategies for conducting
Truku cultural courses: (1) teacher attitude: child-centered; (2) teaching methods:teachers
use four strategies, including children sharing old experiences as the beginning of cultural
courses, group discussions echoing group activities, practical operations and sharing, and
group cooperative learning; (3) learning environment: cultural courses combined with
Montessori working time. The study also found that children have six practical abilities
of Truku culture: (1) children show considerable interest in Truku musical instruments
and can independently use the xylophone to play ancient songs; (2) children understand
the relationship between Truku myths, songs, dances and musical instruments, and make
related picture book; (3) children’s creative thinking and association with legends and
stories are quite rich, and integrates Montessori teaching aids into cultural courses; (4)
children learn the traditional weaving and weaving methods of the Truku people and
pass on the weaving culture; (5) children learn the knowledge and cooking techniques of
Truku wild vegetables, and develop confidence and a sense of accomplishment; (6) through
singing songs in daily life, children can deepen their familiarity with ancient Truku songs.

Keywords: culturally responsive teaching, culture course, Truku, indigenous children, Montessori
education
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