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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to establish the musical assessment of the receptive and
expressive communication development for children through integrating the concepts of
music and communication. It was designed to measure the age level of communication
ability of children with and without disabilities, to enrich the variety of assessment tools and
to provide the foundation of teaching or the intervention for children with communication
difficulties. The instrument development model of the exploratory research in the mixed
method research was adopted for this study. First, literature review and inductive method
were used to build scale dimensions and ages index for general children’s communication
ability. Second, music activities were created. Third, the content validity was examined by
a small group of general children and 9 professionals. Finally, forty-night general children
and 10 children with special needs were recruited to establish criterion-related validity and
inter-rater reliability. The coefficient of determination was obtained to explain that the self-
designed assessment can effectively predict the general communication skills of children. The
limitation and suggestions are also delineated for future researchers.
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