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Abstract

The main purpose of this article is to explore Mochiji Rokuzaburo’s ideas of colonial
policy and its influence on the development of Taiwan’s primary education policy.
This article summarizes Mochiji Rokuzaburo’s views on colonial policy, including the
following three points: 1. Adopt a progressive and moderate assimilationist stance;
2. Promote the economic growth of the colonies from a perspective of economic and
industrial development in colonial management; 3. Respect the value of scientific
expertise, and policy formulation must be based on investigations and statistics. During
Mochichi Rokuzaburo’s term as the counselor of the Taiwan Governor’s Office, he
submitted a written opinion to the Taiwan Governor, and since then he had proposed
indigenous administration issues to be resolved from an economic perspective, and had
also been involved in the development of resources and industry development. While
serving as the director of educational affairs, he adopted a gradualist educational policy
perspective, opposed the implementation of compulsory education and the expansion
of public school to popularize the national language (Japanese language), and advocated
that Taiwan’s education should be consistent with the island’s policies. He also advocated
that the purpose of Taiwan’s governance was to first provide Taiwanese with the blessings
of civilization and enhance their material happiness. However, the former needed to be
achieved by popularizing the national language, which taken a long time and costs a lot
of money. Therefore, in terms of education, industrial education should be emphasized
to enhance material happiness comes first. In terms of actual educational administration,
the “Taiwan Public School Rules” were revised in 1904 to establish a public school system;
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secondly, the number of years of study was changed in 1907 and a two-part teaching system
was implemented; finally, the “Taiwan Public School Order” was revised to establish financial
basis of public school system.

Keywords: Mochiji Rokusaburo, colonial policy, primary education policy, Japanese colonial period,
vocational education
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