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A Study of Applying the Whole Language
Approach in a Montessori Classroom

Shu-Chuan Shih", Tsao-Hsiang Ling"

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to examine the results of applying the philosophy of
whole language to Montessori Method. The participants were the teachers and students
at a preschool in Hualien, Taiwan. Thirteen students between three and six years of
age were included in the study. They were selected and compared with respect to such
background factors as their parents’ level of education and socioeconomic status. The
students underwent one year Chinese language course, before and after which data
was collected using qualitative methods and the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test-
Revised (PPVT-R). The approach and main findings were: (1)Student improvement:
After completing the six-month course, the students had made significant progress in
character recognition, listening comprehension, expressive ability, writing ability, and
listening and reading vocabulary. They also learned how to make written plans; (2)
Teacher improvement: By applying the whole language approach to the Montessori
Method, the teachers participating in this study learned how to use an experience
chart to keep a record of their interactions with students. They also deepened their
understanding of Montessori language education. Moreover, instead of giving all their
attention to writing, the teachers learned how to encourage their students to engage
in self-motivated learning. Finally, the teachers learned how to develop language

activities based on their students’ interests for use in the Montessori cultural education.

Key words: whole language approach, Montessori Method, Montessori language

education
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